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CHAPTER 27 
COURT REPORTERS, TRANSCRIPT 

PREPARATION AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE RULE 15 

CONTACT: 
Jim Maguire 
jmaguire@courts.state.in.us 
Direct:  317-233-3018 
30 S. Meridian St., Suite 500 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Main:  317-232-2542 
Fax:  317-233-6586 

 
Court reporters are responsible for the preparation of the record, including a transcript 
of all proceedings, upon which an appeal is made.  The cost of the transcript 
preparation is borne by the party appealing the decision, ruling or verdict of the trial 
court.  In 1998, in an effort to bring some measure of uniformity within an individual 
county and to bring Indiana’s practices in line with the U.S. Department of Labor’s 
recently promulgated regulations, the Indiana Supreme Court adopted Ind. 
Administrative Rule 15.   
 
Ind. Administrative Rule 15 requires the court or courts of each county to uniformly 
adopt, by local court rule, one of three Court Reporter Models.  Each of the models 
varies slightly but each contains the following requirements: 
 
 1. a per page fee for county indigent transcript preparation, 
 2. a per page fee for state indigent transcript preparation, 
 3. a maximum per page fee that a court reporter may charge for the 

preparation of a private transcript and 
 4. a requirement that each court reporter report all transcript fees received 

by the court reporter on an annual basis to the Indiana Supreme Court, 
Division of State Court Administration  

 
Since the end of 1998, each county had a uniform method by which a court reporter 
charged for transcript preparation.  At that time, per page fees ranged from $2.00 to 
$3.50 per page but were consistent within a particular county.  Any changes to a local 
rule promulgated under Administrative Rule 15 require the approval of the Supreme 
Court.  A listing of local court reporter fees by county is published to the Division 
website. 
 
In 2000, the Supreme Court adopted new Rules of Appellate Procedure that became 
effective January 1, 2001.  These rules imposed new obligations and responsibilities on 
court reporters with respect to preparing trial transcripts.    The new rules resulted in a 
large number of counties submitting amendments to their local rules increasing the per 
page fees.  On March 29, 2001, the Court issued an Order taking under advisement all 
requests for amendments to local rules passed under Ind. Administrative Rule 15.   
 
Additionally, that Order sought guidance concerning the wide variety of proposed 
changes to the local rules from a variety of sources including the Appellate Section of 
the Indiana Bar Association, the Supreme Court Committee on Rules of Practice and 
Procedure, the state Association of Indiana Counties and any other interested 

http://www.courts.in.gov/rules/admin/index.html#_Toc20224408
http://www.courts.in.gov/rules/admin/index.html#_Toc20224408
http://www.courts.in.gov/admin/court-reporter/county-crfees.pdf
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individuals or groups.  The Court also requested documentation from the trial court 
judges relating to this issue.  
 
After reviewing the comments, submissions and suggestions, in December of 2001 the 
Supreme Court decided to continue to have the per page fees determined by the local 
market within certain parameters.  The Court issued a memorandum to the Division of 
State Court Administration that outlined the guidelines by which the Division was to 
review requested changes to the local court reporter rules.  Those guidelines, which are 
still in effect today, are as follows: 
 
1. Rate increases of up to $0.50 per page to any existing page rate are justifiable 

based upon the increased work product obligations; 
2. A minimum fee up to $35.00 per transcript is permissible; 
3. Index and Table of Contents pages should be charged at the per page rate being 

charged for the rest of the transcript; 
4. An additional labor charge approximating the hourly rate based upon the court 

reporter’s annual court compensation may be charged for the time spent binding 
the transcript and the exhibits; 

4. A reasonable charge for the office supplies required and utilized for the binding 
and electronic transmission of the Transcript, pursuant to Ind. Appellate Rule 28 
and 29, is permissible.  The costs for these supplies should be determined 
pursuant to a Schedule of Transcript Supplies which should be established and 
published annually by the judge or judges of the county. 

 
The Division was further instructed to prepare individual Orders approving the 
amended local rules for those counties with local rules meeting the established 
guidelines.  For those local rules not meeting the established guidelines, the Court 
instructed the Division to prepare an advisory letter to the individual judges outlining 
the established guidelines and providing the results of the Division’s review. This 
practice continues today.   

 

Frequently Asked Questions  

 
My court reporters have been charging the same rate ($3.00 per page) for the last 
10 years.  Can we raise it to $4.00? 
 

No.  The Indiana Supreme Court’s 2001 Guidelines for increases in per page rates 
limits increases to $0.50 increments. 

 
Does it make any difference that all of the surrounding counties already are 
charging either $4.00 or $4.50? 
 

No.  Each county is responsible for requesting periodic increases to allow the per 
page rate to reflect the market rate.   

 

http://www.courts.in.gov/rules/appellate/index.html#r28
http://www.courts.in.gov/rules/appellate/index.html#r29
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Do all of the court reporters in a county have to charge the same amount? 
 

Yes.  Ind. Administrative Rule 15 states that there shall be one plan adopted by 
all of the courts of record in a county and that the plan shall designate a 
maximum per page rate for transcript preparation. 

 
Does the court reporter get compensation time for the time spent typing a 
transcript? 
 

The answer depends upon which of the three model options under Ind. 
Administrative Rule 15 the county used to formulate its rule.  If it was Model 
Option One, where the court reporter receives a per page rate for transcript 
preparation, the answer is no.  If it was Model Option Two, where the court 
reporter prepares the transcript “on the clock” and the per page rate is paid to 
the court instead of to the court reporter, the answer is yes. 

 
Can the court reporter use the court’s equipment to prepare a transcript? 
 

Yes, if an agreement has been made between the court reporter and the court 
that (1) designates a reasonable market rate for the use of equipment, work 
space and supplies; (2) the method by which records are to be kept for the use of 
equipment, work space and supplies; and (3) the method by which the court 
reporter is to reimburse the court for the use of the equipment, work space and 
supplies. 

 
Can the court reporter charge extra for supplies and the time it takes to put the 
transcript together? 
 

Yes, the Indiana Supreme Court’s 2001 Guidelines permit an additional labor 
charge approximating the hourly rate based upon the court reporter’s annual 
court compensation for the time spent binding the transcript and the exhibit 
binders and a reasonable charge for the office supplies required and utilized for 
the binding and electronic transmission of the Transcript pursuant to Indiana 
Appellate Rules 28 and 29.  The costs for these supplies are determined 
pursuant to a Schedule of Transcript Supplies that must be established and 
published annually by the judge or judges of the county.  The ability to charge for 
both of these things must be included in the local rule.  The actual amounts are 
designated by the judges on a yearly basis and are not required to be in the local 
rule but must be made known to the bar and public in the community. 

 
Can a minimum fee be charged by the court reporter? 
 

A minimum fee is permitted only if it is established in the local rule and it does 
not exceed ten (10) times the regular per page rate.  For example, if the regular 
per page rate is $3.50, then a minimum fee of $35.00 is permissible for any 
transcript from 1 thru 10 pages in length.   
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